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LITTLE JETTS TELL A BIBLE STORY 

THE RICH YOUNG RULER: No. 1—He has everything for this life, but he is perplexed about the 
“life beyond”; he wonders if this very wonderful “Rabbi” might inform him. No. 2—He runs to see and 
ask Him. No. 3—He kneels before Him: “Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” No. 4— 
Representing Jesus. No. 5—‘Sell his goods and give the money to the poor?” He cannot, and goes away 
“sorrowful” for he has great possessions. No. 6—(Imaginary) Never has another happy moment. No. 7 
—(Imaginary) Wife tries to comfort him—‘Snap out of it!” No. 8—(Imaginary) Did he pray? No. 9— 
(Imaginary )—Cannot sleep at night. 

Just whatever did become of this poor rich young man? (See article on page 11.) 
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Pledge to Prayer 


One of the interesting as well as important 
features of the Prayer Group meeting on De- 
cember 15th last, at Weaverville, from a number 
of Southern states, instituted by Doctors C. T. 
Caldwell, of Waco, and R. W. Cousar, of Char- 
lotte, and sponsored by the Journal, were re- 
ports which came from church groups and indi- 
viduals in various parts of the South who were 
unable to attend the Weaverville meeting in 
person. Through letters to the Journal office 
and orally by those attending word came of si- 
multaneous group meetings, accompanied by 
pledges for continued prayer for advancement 
and effectiveness in our Church's great mission. 


Future group meetings for the same purpose 
are assured. 


and 
Harrison, 
a signed 


One notable example of both interest 
action is this, sent in by Mrs. J. M. 
of Mt. Ulla, N. C., in the 
pledge given below: 


form ol 


“I pledge myself to frequent, fervent prayer 
for a spiritual awakening in our Church, 
our country and our world.” 


(Signed) Mrs. E. L. Baker, Mrs. C. W. Hall, 
Sr., Mrs. Clarence Wilson, Mrs. S. D. Carriher, 
Mrs. J. B. Morrison, Mrs. K. M. Morrison, Mrs. 


Kate B. Carrigan, Mrs. Oscar Harrison, Mrs. W. $i 


McCorkle, Mrs. Lee Wilson, Mrs. Pauline Weast, 
Fannie Sloan, Mrs. J. P. Davis, Mrs. J. S. Me- 
Corkle, Mrs. Clara Caldwell, Mrs. Ellen Good- 
night, Mrs. Lucy Goodnight, Mrs. Grady Hall, 


Mrs. W. A. Honeycutt, Mrs. Annie Baker, Mrs. 
Flake Davis, Mrs. Kate Albright, Mrs. James 
Baker. 
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From Within 
(Not Without ) 


“There is nothing from without a man, 
that entering into him can defile him: but 
the things which come out of him, those 
are they that defile the man.” 


“Whatsoever thing without entereth 
into the man, it cannot defile him.” 


from 


“That which cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man.” 


“For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil All of these evil 
things come from within, and defile the 
man,” 


The basic philosophy of Christianity is: 


a. That man is a born sinner, a chronic sin- 
ner, a lost sinner and that there is absolutely 
nothing which he can do himself to change the 
situation, 


b. That God, Who is infinitely holy and 
pure and righteous, reached down and provided 
a Way whereby His holiness and purity and 
righteousness might be vindicated and by which, 
at the same time, sinning man might be made 
righteous in His sight. 


c. This work of redemption has been accom- 
plished, once for all, by the death of the Son 
of God on the Cross. 


d. Lost sinners have only to accept, by 
faith, this work of God’s redeeming love in and 
by Christ. This transaction between God and 
man is the new birth, without which no man 
shall see God. 


These truths are restated for the one purpose 
of exposing the basic difference between the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








I a nrentie 5 TE! 


phi 


rev 


en\ 
len 
his 
he: 


O 


an a Fk Oe 












‘ 


A 


a 
: 
i 
' 









philosophy of the world and that of God as 
revealed in His Word. 


\fan may be the victim of any or all of the 
environmental vicissitudes of life, but his prob- 
lem is not primarily one of externalities; rather 
his basic problem has to do with his own wicked 
heart. 


In the verses quoted above, our Lord makes 
it abundantly clear that the source of man’s 
evil stems from the heart, that it comes from 
within, NOT from without. 


Christ goes on to name the symptoms of this 


deadly disease which is inside all of us: sins 
both of the flesh and of the spirit: “evil 
thoughts” “adulteries” — fornications” 
“murders” “thefts” — “covetousnesses”’ 


“deceit” — “lascitviousness”’ 
“blasphemy” — “pride” 


“wickednesses”’ 
“an evil eye” 
“foolishness.” 


What an awful indictment! 


Who makes it? The Son of God, the Lord 


of Glory. 


Over against this we have the philosophy 
of this world,—pagan _ intellectualism, raw 
paganism, atheistic Communism, etc., etc.: that 
man’s problems are primarily from without and 
that they are subject to resolving by human 
means, 


This is not to discount the validity of social, 
economic, political, or other reforms. But, when 
all is said and done they have to do with the 
cleansing of the outside of the cup, and, when 
they have all been carried to their ultimate 
degree of perfection man is still a sinner, in 
need of a Savior. 


The abysmal difference between Christian 
doctrine and the doctrines of the world is this: 
Ihe world says, “See that man in need: I will 
put a new suit on him and see that he is fed.” 
Christianity, on the other hand, says: “See that 
man in need: | will put a new man in that 
suit and, because he is a new man, “and all these 
things (material necessities) , shall be added.” 


Early in the book of Genesis we are given a 
picture of the state of man: “the whole imagina- 
tion, with the purposes and desires of the heart, 
was only evil every day.” 


Many years later the “Preacher” wrote: “Be- 
cause sentence against an evil work is not exe- 
cuted speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil.” 


The prophet Jeremiah exclaims: “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” 

Paul, speaking of the unregenerate says: “they 
ae became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools.” 

One might fill pages with statements from 
the Bible showing that man’s great problem 
proceeds from within himself, from his heart. 
That is the reason he has to be born again, 
and, it was to make such a redeeming and trans- 
forming change possible that Christ came into 
the world. 

All of which brings us back to the theme 
of this editorial. If a man is to become a new 
creature in Christ it is essential that redemption, 
not reformation, is given priority and redemp- 
tion is a supernatural work done by a Super- 
natural Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Our responsibility as Christians; the respon- 
sibility of the Church, is to always keep these 
vital matters in their proper relationship and 
in their God-given sequence. Redemption 
comes first and it is a work within man’s heart. 
Only then can these awful sins mentioned by 


our Lord, be cleansed and overcome. 


Some of us would like to wrap the robes 
of our own self-righteousness around us and 
proudly affirm that we have not been, nor are 
we now, guilty of the sins of the flesh as re- 
counted by Christ. All right: what about “evil 
thoughts,” “covetousness,” “deceit,” “blasphemy,” 
“PRIDE,” “foolishness”? What about the sins 
of the spirit, mentioned by Paul: “hatred,” “in- 
“party spirit,” “envy”? 


trigues,” “dissenstons,” 


The Holy Spirit convicts all of us and we are 
forced to the admission of Paul’s solemn af- 
firmation that we all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. 


We believe that when Christians, and the 
Church, return to the primary emphasis on 
man’s redemption, the social, economic, politi- 
cal, racial and other problems will be faced 
and rightly solved. We must stop trying to 
make non-Christians act like Christians. 


Let us, by the preaching of the Gospel and 
trust in the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit, work to make men new creatures in 
Christ. 


Yes, let us aim to clean the inside of the cup. 


—L.N.B. 
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Justification 


According to the Church of England 


No doubt there are many views of justifica- 
tion taught by sundry persons and parties in 
the Church of England. But among the Homi- 
lies authorized in that great Church and pub- 
lished in 1562 there is quite a fine statement, 
or threefold statement, OF SALVATION, 
which sets forth the true biblical, evangelical 


or reformation doctrine of this great matter. 
It is well fortified by such great Scriptural 
citations as: Rom. 3:22-25; 8:3-4;10:4; 11:6; 


Gal. 2:14-16,21;3:21:5:4: Eph. 2:8,9; Acts 10:43; 
John 1:28. 


It carefully states the objection of the old 
Socinians (and the 20th century liberals) that 
if justification be free to us there can be no 
ransom paid for it. The answer is that of God's 


great mercy He has required no ransom or 
payment to be made by us; but that in this 
same mercy He Himself has provided a ran- 


som for us, “the most precious body and blood 
of His own dear and best beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, Who besides His ransom fulfilled the law 
for us perfectly. And so the justice of God and 
His mercy did embrace together and fulfilled 
the mystery of our redemption.” 


“Three things must go together in our jus- 
tification: upon God's part, His great mercy 
and grace; upon Christ’s part, justice, that is, 
the satisfaction of God's justice, or the price ol 
our redemption by the offering of His body 
and the shedding of His blood with fulfilling 
of the law perfectly and thoroughly; and upon 
our part true and lively faith in the merits of 
Jesus Christ; which yet is not ours but God’s 
working in us.” This true and lively faith is 
nevertheless the gift of God. “Our justification 
doth come freely, by the mercy of God; 
and olf that, whereas 
all the world able of themselves to 
pay any part thereof towards their ransom, it 
pleased our heavenly Father, of His infinite 
mercy, without our desert or deserving, to pre- 
pare for us the most precious jewels of Christ’s 
body and blood, whereby our ransom might be 
fully paid, the law fulfilled, and His justice 
fully satisfied. So that Christ is now the right- 
eousness ol all them that truly do 


mere 
and tree mercy 


was not 


so great 


believe in 


Him. He for them paid their ransom by His 
death. He for them fulfilled the law in His 
life. So that now in Him and by Him every 


true Christian man may be called a fulfiller of 
the law; forasmuch as that which their infirmity 
lacketh Christ's justice hath supplied.” 


IY IS GOD THAT JUSTIFIETH. = “Justi- 
fication is not the office of man but of God.” 
It is the office of God unto man only, not also 
the office of man unto God. “It is not a thing 
which we render unto Him, but which we re- 
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ceive of Him; not which we give to Him, b ut 
which we take of Him, by His free mercy, ai d 
by the merits of His most dearly beloved So 1, 
our only Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, Jes is 
Christ.” 


In this act, living faith ever puts all its tru t 
in God’s mercy and Christ’s work. “As great 
and as godly a virtue as the lively faith is, yet 
it putteth us from itself, and remitteth or aj 
pointeth us unto Christ, for to have only b 
Him remission of our sins or justification.” Ou 
faith in Christ unto us: “It is not I tha 
take away your sins, but it is Christ only; and 
to Him only I send you for that purpose, fon 
saking therein all your good virtues, words 
thoughts, and works, and only putting your trust 
in Christ.” -W.C.R. 


Says 


The Invincible Seven 
There seems to be a peculiar significance to 
the number “Seven” in the Bible, beginning with 
the creation story and carrying through the 
book of the Revelation. However, if one pushes 
these references too far it is possible to come 


up with fantastic and absurd conclusions. 


But, there is nothing absurd about the array 
of things Paul sets forth as parts of the armout 
of the Christian. He tells us to: “be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might,” 
and then enumerates things which should chat 
acterize us as strong Christians in ow 
against Satan. 


warlare 


Truth carries its own special weight and in- 
fluence. It is the antithesis of untruthfulness 
and error and its only source is from the Author 
and revealer of truth. 


Righteousness is a quality of life which re- 
veals itself under all circumstances. It preaches 
its own sermon and it is tremendously con- 
vincing. Righteousness is something we do not 
have within ourselves but it is imputed to us 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 


The Gospel of Peace; not a message ol pious 
platitudes but the vital gospel of peace with 
God, made possible and active through the 
Cross of Calvary. 


Salvation, our own salvation—something real 
and operative now and for all eternity. 


The Sword of the Spirit, The Word of God, 
the one weapon with which we can carry on 
an olfensive warlare against Satan and against 
which he can never stand up. 


Faith, movable, to intervene between the at- 
tacks of Satan and with which to appropriate 
all of the promises of God. 


Prayer, the avenue and agency through 


which God's power is released and the way by 
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wi ich we enter into His presence to bless and 
girily His Holy Name. 


n these seven aspects of the Christian's lile 
Paul has made it plain that we have an in- 
viicible power. 


We need to search our own hearts and ask 
the Holy Spirit to show us how far short we 
come in availing ourselves of the whole armour 
ol God. 


Introspection and sell examination are not 
always rewarding. In this case we will be wise 
if we test our own lives and see whether we 
are living up to our privileges and opportunities 
in Christ. —L.N.B. 


r . 
Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. C. C. Baker 
Sunday, January 22, Gen. 24:15-27. Abraham 
had sent his servant to kinsmen to seek a wile 
for his son Isaac (vv.1-9). In the servant's 
prayer, notice how he asked for specific guidance 
to find the right woman (vv.12-14). Do you 
think he was being presumptuous to pray in 
this way? How was his prayer answered 
(vv.15-17)? Was it answered — specilically 
(vv.16-20) ? How soon was it answered (v.15) ? 
Notice, however, that the servant did not take 
even this answer as conclusive evidence (v.21). 
What was the real issue involved (vv.3-4) ? 
Rebecca was the grand-daughter of Nahor, 
brother of Abraham (vv.23-24). What command 
of God, then, was met and how did this form 
the real answer to the servant’s prayer (vv.26- 
27)? How specilic is God’s guidance in yout 
lile? Do you examine your plans caretully to 
see if they are in harmony with the teaching 

ol the Bible? 


Monday, January 23, Psalm 46. Here is a 
great mystery—God so powerful and yet so near. 
How do the illustrations the Psalmist uses in 
vv.2-3 strengthen his assertion of v.1? Notice 
the quietness and the peacefulness of the place 
where God dwells (vv.4-5). How much effort 
must God put forth (v.6) to quiet the tumults 
of the nations? How does this truth give added 
meaning to the promise of v.7? Again contrast 
the quietness that radiates from God's presence 
and the tumult He subdues in the earth 
(vv.8-10). Do you rest in the calmness and 
serenity that is found in the midst of the ragings 
and uncertainties of this world? Do you prac- 
tice the “stillness” that is necessary to know 
God (v.10) ? 


Tuesday, January 24, Psalm 37:23-26. In 
vv.23-40 contrast the fate of the wicked and the 
righteous. What is the relation of the wicked 
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to the righteous (vv.32,35,40) ? What is the at- 
titude of the righteous to the Lord (vv.30-31, 
10)? What relation marks the attitude of the 
Lord to the righteous (vv.25,28,33,34)? What 
characterizes the behavior of the man whom 
the Lord has under His care (vv.26,27,37) ? What 
happens if he sins or falls (v.24)? Though he 
is not perfect, what is it that keeps the righteous 
on a fairly steady course (v.31)? What is your 
basic attitude to the Lord? Do you look to 
God for what he has promised in these verses? 
Is His word a part of your life? 


Wednesday, January 25, Eph. 1:3-10. Of the 
many blessings God has given you, list the ones 
you value most highly. Are they material or 
spiritual? How complete are the spiritual 
blessings God gives us (v.3)? How many of 
these benelits can you find listed in vwv.4-11? 
God has chesen us to live clean, pure lives 
before Him (v.4); God, in His grace, has adopt- 
ed us, made us His children (vv.5,6); God has 
forgiven our sin (v.7); God has revealed to 
us His plan tor the universe and made us par- 
takers in the greatness of that plan (vv.10-11). 
What have we done to deserve God’s goodness? 
Have we even been thankful? BLESSED BE 
GOD who has blessed us (v.3). 


Thursday, January 26, Philippians 4:1-7. 
Keep in mind Paul’s predominant desire in 
life (3:7-10). How does it affect his relation- 
ship with other people (4:1)? What does he 
long for in the hearts of his converts (vv.2-3) ? 
Does your desire to know Christ reflect itself 
in concern for the spiritual welfare of others? 
Because of Paul's earnest devotion to Christ 
(3:7-10) what qualities does he find in his inne 
life (4:4,6-7) ? What does he do with his prob- 
lems (v.6)? Can you present your problems to 
God and at the same time remember to give 
thanks (v.6b)? Do you know the joy and secur- 
ity that comes from a deep love tor Christ and 
a resting of all your problems on Him? 

Friday, January 27, Philippians 4:9-13. The 
Christian is to replace the sinful thoughts ol 
the old life with those thoughts that are pleasing 
to the Lord (vv.8-9). Think about each of 
the qualities in vv.8-9 in terms of your own 
imagination. How was this change wrought 
in Paul's life (3:4-10)? How does a heart that 
is pure before God enable Paul to face the 
situations of life (4:11-13)? How does it enable 
him to overcome life’s difficulties (vv.11-13) ? 
Have you learned to be content in Christ? Are 
your thoughts centered upon Him and things 
worthy of Him? 


Saturday, January 28, Matt. 28:16-20. Read 
through 27:62-66 and chapter 28 for the whole 
story of the resurrection. What precautions did 
Christ’s opponents take to secure their victory 
(27:62-66)? How did God overcome this op- 
position (28:1-10)? How did the Jewish leaders 
then attempt to twist the fact of the resurrection 
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(28:11-15)? Were their ettorts successful in 
stopping the Lord’s work (28:16-20)? Notice 
that before his crucifixion Jesus said he was 
going to be raised (16:21; 27:63). How should 
this study give us a firm basis for accepting the 





words of Christ in 28:18,20? How does it give 
assurance that opposition will not be able to 
defeat the Gospel of Christ? How does it dein- 
onstrate the certainty of the fact that when 
Christ says something about Himself it is true? 





One of the most notable changes that has 
taken place in this country in the last 50 years 
has been the change in our attitude toward the 
Sabbath day. The restrictions that once guarded 
the day are being disregarded today as never 
before. The bars have been let down and down 
and down, until the Sabbath has lost its sacred- 
ness. It has come to be regarded as the general 
utility day of the week. 


The common idea is that perhaps it’s advis- 
able to close your place of business and rest 
from your regular work unless you are in a 
jam. But if you are in a jam, it’s all right to 
catch up. And of course we all know how the 
Sabbath has come to be regarded as the most 
popular day in the week for sports. The golf 
links are crowded, the amusement parks are 
thronged, and there are more fishermen on the 
banks than there are fish in the stream. 


It’s difficult for any one to live in this present 
day civilization without being swept away by 
this mighty tide out into the ocean of Sabbath 
desecration. Shall we yield to the terrific pull 
of the tide, or shall we struggle against it? Shall 
we step across the bars that have been let down 
so low? Or shall we endeavor to raise them 
higher for ourselves, for our family, and for our 
community? 


We all know the arguments that are usually 
advanced for a wide-open Sunday. Why not 
spend Sunday on the golf links? It’s a nice 
quiet game which doesn't disturb anybody. And 
if I were not playing golf on Sunday I might 
be doing things a lot worse. How about fishing 
on Sunday? It also is a quiet sport. And if I 
were not fishing, I might be doing things a 
lot worse. Why not go to the picture-show on 
Sunday afternoon. Ot course I ought to be care- 
ful in selecting the picture. But if care is taken 
at that point, it’s a perfectly innocent way of 
spending a couple of hours on Sunday. And 
I might do a lot of things worse on Sunday than 
watch a nice picture. 


It seems to me that we ought to go a little 
deeper in our thinking along this line. We ought 
to ask ourselves the question: Where did we 
get the Sabbath day and what is the great pur- 
pose of it? The answer to these questions can 
easily be found in the Bible. 
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Che Sabbath -:- God's Day 


By Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 





In the 20th chapter of Ezekiel God is re 
minding the Children of the great things he 
has done for them in the past. Then in the 
12th verse he says, “Moreover also I gave them 
my Sabbaths to be a sign between me and them 
that they might know that I am the Lord that 
sanctifieth them.” Did you notice that “MY 
Sabbaths”? This is by no means the only place 
where God claims the Sabbath as his day. 


When He gave the Ten Commandments on 
Mt. Sinai, God said this: “Remember the Sab 
bath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor and do all thy work. But the seventh 
is the sabbath of the Lord thy God.” This idea 
runs all through the Old Testament. Over and 
over again we find such expressions as_ this, 
“Ye shall keep my sabbaths and reverence my 
sanctuaries. 


And the idea also runs through the New 
Testament. Jesus rose from the dead on the 
first day of the week. In commemoration of 
that august event, the Sabbath, which from the 
creation of the world had been on the seventh 
day of the week, was changed by the authority 
of Jesus and his Apostles to the first day of 
the week. But the nature of the day was not 
changed. John in Rey. 1:10 says, “I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day.” The risen Jesus 
claims the day as his. Yes, Sunday is God’s day. 
He puts a “No trespassing” sign on it. “It’s 
mine,” he says, “Keep off.” 


In deciding whether a thing is right or wrong 
on the Sabbath, the question is not whether 
the thing is right or wrong in itself, or whether 
we might not possibly do worse things on the 
Sabbath. The question is whether it’s a thing 
that God wants done on his day. He is the 
one to decide how his day is to be spent. You 
have no “‘say-so” in it. 


Well, God gives us very plain directions in 
HIS Book as to how HIS day is to be spent. 
Recall the first few sentences of the Fourth 
Commandment. “Remember the Sabbath Davy 
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and 
do all thy work. But the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do any 
work.” Two great principles are laid down there. 
The Sabbath is to be a rest day and a holy day. We 
all know what a rest day is. But what is a holy 
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It’s a day dedicated to God and spent in 
his worship. This last thing, it seems to me, 
is emphasized in the Fourth Commandment. 
“Remember the Sabbath day to rest in it’? No - 
“To keep it holy.” You must lay aside you 
work and rest on the Sabbath day chiefly to 
keep it holy. 


What about games and sports on the Sabbath 
day? Are they permissible. In Isaiah 58:13,14 
God answers that question very plainly. “If 
thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and 
call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honorable; and shall honor him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure 
nor speaking thine own words: etc.” 


You may say that you find no harm in golf 
or fishing on Sunday. Well, God tells us very 
plainly that the Sabbath is his day, and he also 
says pointedly that he doesn’t want it to be a 
day for sports and amusements. It’s to be only 
and entirely a rest day and a worship day. 


But has God the right rigidly to claim one 
seventh of our time? Is he within his rights 
when he says “My Sabbaths” and proceeds to 
dictate to us how we shall spend them? Why, 
we are “the sheep of his pasture and the people 
of his hand. It is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves.” Within his rights? He would 
be within his rights if he would claim every 
day tor himself and dictate to us how we must 
spend every moment of every day. The slave 
owner of 100 years ago bought his slaves and 
paid for them. The law considered they be- 
longed to him. ‘Their time belonged to him. 
They were required to spend every day not as 
they wished but as their master wished. 


In exactly the same way God might have 
required all of our time, and might have de- 
manded that we spend every day according to 
a schedule fixed by himself. He hasn’t done 
that; He has been wonderfully generous with 
us. He gives us six days out of every week for 
ourselves, to spend as we see fit, in our work 
or in our play. Then after having dealt so 
generously with us, he has said to us, “Now 
I'm going to keep one day of the week for 
myself. Six days shalt thou labor and do all 
thy work, but the seventh is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God.” It’s mine, the Lord’s day. 

What a shametul thing it is if men rob a 
generous God of the only day in the week which 
he has reserved for himself, after giving us all 
the rest. Some one has illustrated the shameful- 
ness of it by the story of a beggar who met 
a man one day and appealed to him for aid. 
The man was moved by the beggar’s plea. He 
opened his purse and said to the beggar, “I 
have just seven dollars; but your need is greater 
than mine. I'll give you six dollars. I'll keep 
one for myself for an especial purpose which 
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I have in mind.” That beggar takes the six 
dollars, and then follows his benefactor, slips 
up on him and steals that one dollar which 
he reserved for himself. What shameful in- 
gratitude? But aren’t we guilty of the same 
sort of thing when we take the one day of the 
week which God has reserved for himself and 
use it in a way which he has forbidden. “Will 


a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me, saith 
the Lord.” 












































SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 29 


Devotional Reading: John 3:1-11 
Background Scripture: Luke 15 


In order to show in a beautiful way 
ought to have included John 3:16, for this verse 
no verse could show in a more convincing way that 


the lost. 


The fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke 
is one of the greatest and best known chapters 
in the Bible. Like so many of Jesus’ parables 
these were drawn from Him by the criticism, 
or attitude, or questions, of His enemies, the 
Pharisees and scribes. The particular criticism 


which drew out these stories were the words, 
“This man receiveth sinners and eateth with 
them.” Very early in His ministry, when Levi 


made Him a feast, they had asked, Why doth 
He eat with publicans and sinners, and Jesus 
had answered by saying, They that are whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick; 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance. Here He answers the same criti- 
cism by relating the three parables: The Lost 
Sheep; the Lost Coin; the Lost Son. The point 
of all three, it seems to me, the Love of 
Jesus for the Lost. This Love of His like 
the love that a true shepherd has for one lost 
sheep; like the love that a woman has for one 
lost coin; like the love of a father for a lost 
son. The first two illustrate His Seeking Love; 
the last one, His Receiving Love. Ot course, 
the third is a fine illustration God the 
Father's love for His lost children. At the time 
it was spoken, however, it was used of Jesus to 
explain why He ate with sinners. Since Jesus 
is God, we know that it illustrates God's love. 


1S 


IS 


ol 


I. One Lost Sheep: 3-7. 


It is well to emphasize the ONE. Ninety- 
nine of the sheep were safe in the fold; only 
one was lost. The shepherd, however, leaves 
the others and goes out after the one that is 


lost until he finds it and brings it back. He 
loved the ninety-nine; they were his; but he 
was concerned about the one that had gone 


astray. All of us are familiar with the touching 
hymn, “There were ninety and nine that safely 
lay, in the shelter of the fold,” etc. Notice the 
persistence of the shepherd: “Until he find it.” 
Jesus the Good Shepherd, left nothing undone 
that could be done, find the lost. Notice, 
too, the “Joy” that is everywhere: joy for the 


to 
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God's love 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





God’s Concern For Sinners 


for sinners | think Devotional Reading 
is the very “Heart of the Gospel.” Surely, 
God is deeply concerned with the salvation o| 


oul 





shepherd; joy for the friends and neighbors; 
joy in heaven, when a sinner repents. It is 
always a joyful time when sinners are saved. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. If an earthly shep 
herd will do as Jesus pictures in this parable, 


how much more will He seek for the lost! (See 
Ezekiel 34:12,16, etc.: “So will I seek my sheep”: 
“T will seek that which was lost.’’) 
Il. One Lost Coin: 8-10. 

The concern of this woman was not for the 
nine pieces of silver which are safe, but for 


the ONE piece that is lost. How carefully she 
searches: lights the candle; sweeps the room; 
seeks diligently until she finds it. Again there 
is great joy over finding the piece that was lost. 


III. One Lost Boy: 11-32. 


The father had two sons. His deep concern 
was for the one that was lost; the one who left 
home and went into the far country. This 
parable has been rightly called the “Most Beau- 
tiful Story ever written.” Some time ago I came 
across an outline of this parable which I had 
never seen betore. I cannot remember just 
where I found it, or who is the author. It may 
be familiar to those who read these “comments,” 
but it was new to me. The Outline was: 
I. Sick of Home. Wl. Homesick. 1. Home! 


lL. Sick of Home: 11-13. 


We tind people like this boy. Sometimes a 
husband gets sick of home, and deserts his wife 
and children; sometimes a wife gets sick of 
home, becomes enamored of some worthless 
man, and runs away with him; boys and girls 
get sick of home and run off to try their fortune 
in the big city. We can see why someone might 
get sick of a bad home, but this younger son 
got sick of a good home. 


This is a startlingly clear picture of sinners. 
\dam and Eve had a good home in Eden. It 
was a perfect place in which to live, an Ideal 
Home. We speak of newly-married couples as 


vent aht Nad si Re. * hes 
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“b mg in Paradise.” Our first parents were in 
Pa adise. There was only one very small re- 
str ction; only one tree of the many in the Gar- 
dei, of which they could not eat. Yet, very 
stringely, Eve got sick of her perfect home, 
Eden; and Adam followed her. Does not every 
sinner do the same? Can it not be said of 
them, in the words of the old Hymn: 


was a wandering sheep, I did not love 
the fold; 


| did not love my Shepherd's voice, | would 
not be controlled. 


| was a wayward child, I did not love my 
home; 


| did not love my Father's voice; I loved 


afar to roam.” 


It has been this way with sinners ever since 
the time of Adam. Some who have been reared 
in Christian homes; in the Church, then 
Father’s House; get sick of these good homes. 
Phat is what the younger son did in the parable 
before us. He turned his back on a loving 
Father and a good Home. The Far Country 
looked better to him. He was “Sick of Home”: 
he asked leave to go, and left his home. 


Il. Homesick: 14-19. 


This is a fine name for Repentance. When- 
ever a sinner begins to get homesick it is a sure 
sign that he has begun to repent, to change 
his mind, and to also change his course. He 
wants to go back home! 


The “Far Country” has lost its charms; it 
is not as good as it looked to him. All went 
pretty well for a time, but soon his money was 
gone, he had spent all in riotous living, and 
his fair-weather friends went with his money. 
He found out that he had traded a good home 
for a hog pen. Is not this the experience of 
all who leave God and live a life of sin? Sin 
drags men down sooner or later. 


“When he came to himself.” A man living 
a lite of sin is “beside himselt”; he has let his 
lower nature make him “out of his mind.” He 
remembers his home. He sees what a fool he 
has made of himself. The hired servants in 
that home are far better off than he is. He 
was perishing while they had plenty. Many a 
woman; many a man; many a young person, 
has found this out in the sad and tragic ex- 
perience through which they have passed; per- 
haps as they sit in some cell waiting to be tried 
for some crime. Some do as this boy did; Arise, 
and go to their Father; some never go back. 
Dr. Boreham says this story might have ended 
here: A homesick boy dying in a hog pen! 
Thank God, it did not end thus! What a 
tragedy if it had! When he came to himself; 


when he remembered his home; when he was 
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homesick, he made a most sensible resolution: 
“I will arise and go to My Father.” 


He did not stop with a good resolution; He 
arose and went. This is real repentance; we 
turn our backs on sin; we turn our faces toward 
home. There must be this hatred of sin and 
forsaking of sin. It was a humiliating experi- 
ence. He had left home with plenty of money 
and dressed as a rich man’s son; he returns a 
beggar in rags. | was reading of a man who 
came back to his father, and his home town, 
but he wanted to make them think that he had 
prospered, so he stole a car and money in a 
“hold-up”. His sin caught up with him how- 
ever. This repenting son came “just as he was”; 
a broken, humble, contrite man. I am afraid 
that some of our sinners today try to “dress 
up” before they come. We had better let our 
Heavenly Father attend to that. An old Ger- 
man preacher gives me a “New Beatitude”: 
“Blessed are the homesick, for they shall reach 
home!” 


lil. Home! 


Most of us have back in our minds some- 
where a picture of our boyhood home. I have 
forgotten a lot of things, but I will never for- 
get what my home looked like, or cease to 
dream of it at times. We can let our imagina- 
tion run riot when we think of this scene as 
pictured by Christ in this beautiful story. 


What a marvelous picture we get of God, our 
Heavenly Father, as we see the father in this 
story! The point that Jesus is illustrating, how- 
ever, is His own love and concern for sinners. 
His love is like the love of the father in this 
story. The Father's concern, and the Savior’s 
concern are identical. 


What a welcome was awaiting him! The home 
had never been the same since he left. The 
heart of the father had been in the Far Country 
where his wayward son had gone. He could 
not do as the shepherd, or as the woman, did, 
pick his son up and bring him back. He must 
come willingly, but,;-how His father had longed 
for him to return! It “grieved him at his heart,” 
but his boy had to come himself. 


“While he was a great way off.” His father 
had been watching the road! Notice the dif- 
ferent parts of the “Welcome”: The Kiss; the 
Robe; the Ring; the Shoes; the Fatted Calf; 
the Feast; the Joy; All are significant. 

The “Elder Brother” is the photograph of 


a Pharisee. Do we ever assume such an attitude 
when some sinner comes home? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 29 


Explanation and 


plan the program: 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint 
your local congregation with its youth work. 
Permission should be secured from the Session 
to present the program to the congregation on 
January 29 at either the morning or the evening 
hour of worship. If an offering is to be re- 
ceived for youth work, you will also need to 
arrange with the Session about that. If the 
young people are to be in charge of the music, 
ushering, etc., you will want to consult with 
those persons who ordinarily have that respon- 
sibility. 


After permission has been granted to give the 
program, begin publicizing it immediately. 
Have it announced from the pulpit and/or in 
the church bulletin. You can also make posters 
to place in the church announcing the program, 
and you can submit a news item about it to your 
local paper. 


This year, for the first time, the Pioneei 
work is being included in the Youth Sunday 
presentation. Since Pioneer work is a very im- 
portant part of the youth program of the 


church, this is a very fitting and welcome addi- 
tion to the procedure of other years. It will 
be especially suitable in many of the smaller 
churches where the two groups are combined. If 
you have separate Senior and Pioneer organi- 
zations in your church, the adult and youth 
leaders of both groups should form a planning 
comnittee. 


The program is to be a service of worship 


and spiritual instruction, and not a mere 
mechanical exercise, so every planning and 
practice session should include earnest prayer 


for guidance. 


The youth programs of no two churches are 
exactly alike, so it is impossible for this writer 
to prepare one set of speeches which would 
adequately describe the youth work in all 
churches. The people of your church are more 
interested in what your particular group is 
doing than they are in the general accomplish- 
ments of all young people throughout the de- 
nomination. For this reason, we are not offering 
canned” speeches for the Youth Sunday pro- 
gram, but a list of suggestions which we hope 
will aid you in the preparation of your own 
talks. The young people who are chosen to 
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Assembly’s Youth Sunday 


suggestions 


REV. B. HOYT EVANs 





for those who 


speak should seek the advice and help of the 
adult advisors and the minister, that all 
points will be covered on the one hand, and 
that there will be no overlapping on the 
other. 


SO 


SO 


In planning such a program as this one, it is 
always good to use as many of the young people 
as possible. If there are not enough speaking 
parts to go around, some of the members of the 
group could serve as ushers, choir members, or- 
ganist, pianist, etc. 


Much of the success of the program depends 
on thorough planning and practice. Everything 
should be planned in detail long before Jan 
uary 29. The program should be practiced sev 
eral times, if you want to be sure that it will 
go smoothly, and remember, all the tine things 
that are said will be lost unless they are spoken 
clearly and distinctly. 


Suggested Outline for the Program 


Prelude 
Doxology or Call 
Invocation 

Hymn: “The 
Scripture: 


Worship 


Church's One 
1:9-10; 


Foundation” 


Colossians 2:1-3; James I: 


5-0; Proverbs 2:3-11. 

Choir or Special Musical Selection by Young 
People 

Praye 


Olfering 
Leader's 
Pioneei 


Introduction 
Presentation 


Hymn: “Strong Son Of God” (Senior Theme 
Hymn) 

Senior Presentation 

Hymn: “Now In The Days Of Youth” 

Benediction (By the Minister) 


Postlude 


Suggestions for Leader's Introduction: 


Explain that the purpose of the program is 
to acquaint the congregation with the youth 
work of the church. Thank them for their in- 
terest and cooperation, and request their con- 
tinued prayerful support. Ask them provide 
opportunities for the young people to serve in 
the total program of the church. Explain that 
the Pioneers are being included on the Youth 
Sunday program. for the first time since their 
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organization is also a part of the youth work 
of the church. Introduce the Pioneer speaker (s) . 
\fier the hymn “Strong Son of God,” introduce 
the Senior speakers. 


Suvvestions for Pioneer Presentation: 


(It would be permissible to use the Pioneet 
adult advisor (s) for this presentation, but, if 
possible, let the Pioneers themselves do it.) 


Explain the nature of your organization and 
name its officers. Describe your programs and 
activities, especially those which have been most 
helptul. Tell what is the real reason for having 
a Pioneer group other than a Sunday School 
class for this age group. What are some of the 
things which you hope to accomplish during 
the next year? 


Describe the presbytery-sponsored camps and 
conclaves for Pioneers, and tell what they have 
meant to youl group. 


If your church has a scouting program, its 
members will be largely drawn from this group. 
You may want to give a brief description of 
your scouting work. 


Suggestions for Senior Presentation: 


Give a discussion of the Senior theme for 
1956, “Strengthen Your Faith Through Knowl- 
edge.” Explain to the congregation that they 
have just sung the theme hymn. Describe the 
theme picture, and, if possible, have a copy of 
it on display. For fuller information on the 
theme consult the program for January 1. 

Describe your local organization. Name _ the 
officers and commission chairmen, and outline 
their responsibilities. Tell something of the 
nature of your activities, programs, and projects. 
Mention any outstanding accomplishments, and 
some of the most interesting and inspiring pro- 
grams of the past year. Discuss some of the 
goals you have set for the new year. 


Describe the Senior organization on the pres- 
byterv, synod, and General Assembly level. Be 
sure to mention the importance of rallies and 
conferences to your own group. Tell of the 
four financial objectives (The Christian High 


School in Goiana, Brazil; The Presbyterian 
Seminary in Seoul, Korea; Literature for new 
Church Schools; and A Mobile ‘TV-Radio 


Studio) to which all young people in the As- 
sembly contribute. 





BOOKS — 


Robert G. 
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‘THE 
Zondervan. 


This booklet discusses the nature of the resur- 
rection body as well as its promise and the hope 
ot jt. 
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Creep oF Our Hope. 
Abingdon Press. $1.75. 

Dr. Abbey, the pastor of the First Methodist 
Church of Ann Arbor, Michigan, in his deal- 
ing with college students, has found that the 
central things of Christianity should be stated 
clearly. He believes that it is possible for God 
to come into our life not only as belief, but 
also as direct experience. 


Merrill R. Abbey. 


The eight chapters in this volume deal with 
the articles of the Apostles Creed. The com- 
mendable feature in these chapters is that the 
author seeks to have the reader commit his 
life to Christ. The weakness of the volume is 
its imadequate Christology. He is extremely 
evasive as to our Lord’s virgin birth. Though 
there are some fine paragraphs in this volume, 
it cannot be rated as one of the major works 
on the Apostle’s Creed. 





Twe_ve Great CHAPTERS. A. Jf. 
Warner Press. $2.00. 

This work is a broad look at twelve chapters 
dealing with the cardinal truths which they 
contain for us today. This book will appeal to 
all who are striving for a greater understanding 
of the Word of God, especially some of the 
mountain peaks of the Scripture. 


Kempin. 





FOREVER TRIUMPHANT. 
dervan Publishing House. 


F. J. Huegel. 
$1.50. 

A number of gems of Christian truth are 
presented in this book on victory in the Chris- 
tian life. The author, through wise use of 
Scripture, shows how victory is already avail- 
able to the Christian. It is something that we 
have in Christ. There are seven helpful chap- 
ters for the Christian’s inspiration in this 
volume. 


Zon- 


Flannelgraph Teachers, 
Take Notice 


The “Little Jetts” have been subjected to a 
major surgical operation for the benefit of Bible 
teachers who use the tlannelgraph. They have 
been dismembered into “Parts” - fifteen different 
parts. Arms, straight, tisted and akimbo; Legs, 
straight, running and kneeling; ‘Torsos, erect 
and bowed; Heads, tor men and women; 
Skirts, Aprons, Sleeves, Caps and radiating lines 
to represent Deity. There are 100 “Parts” in 
a “Set,” in number distributed as to most prob- 
able need. For instance: six each of the torsos, 
twelve each of the straight and running legs, 
others in due proportion. The “Parts” are cut 
from black sueded cardboard - sueded on both 
sides, making them reversible, easily adhering 
to the flannelboard. A strip of the double- 
sueded cardboard is included in the “Set” from 
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which the teacher can cut out minor or inci- 
dental auxiliary objects, as a crown for a king, 
or chair or table. The Aprons can be used for 
seats. 


The “versatility” of these “Parts” is practical- 
ly unlimited. Any conceivable attitude can be 
quickly fabricated, almost as if by magic, or 
as if the artist is deftly painting with a brush. 
A perfect human form appears, apparently out 
of nowhere. 


At the Tool and Die Shop, where the Little 
Jetts “Parts” are coming off the “assembly line,” 
the “daddy” took a piece of flannel and pinned 
it on the wall to show the manager of the shop 
the purpose of the “Parts” which he was manu- 
facturing, as the mechanics were puzzled. He 
put up some of the scenes in the story of The 
Rich Young Ruler (see illustration on front 
cover). The effect was instant. The man- 
ager was so impressed that he called to the 
men operating the machines to come and see 
what they were cutting out of that black card- 
board. The noisy machinery stopped, the men 
gathered around and for 40 minutes in the 
silence they listened apparently spellbound to 
the story of the rich young man who wanted 
Jesus to tell him how to obtain eternal life, 
including the reading of the account in Mark 
10th chapter. It was the first try out of the 
“Parts” - a premiere showing - with proof of 
their effectiveness, even “at a tangent.” 


To date, an announcement in the Sunday 
School Times has brought responses and orders 
for the “Parts” from 28 states, 6 Canadian 
provinces, Canal Zone, and 12 Foreign Mission- 
aries. The price per “Set” is $1.25, postpaid in 


U. S. and Canada; 20 cents extra for foreign 
countries. 
Order from Wade C. Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 


Church News 


Sherman, Texas — The Egbert Lubbers Me- 
morial Chapel is to be added to the church under 
construction by the First Presbyterian Church 
in Sherman, Texas. This chapel will be a fitting 
memorial to a beloved pastor whose untimely 
death from polio cut short his devoted work 
there. 





Seating about eighty, the chapel will be used 
for smaller meetings, and by the students of 
Austin College on Sunday evenings as the School 
of Christian Living, a part of the church pro- 
gram begun by Dr. Lubbers. 


Friends who would like to contribute to this 
memorial may send their gifts to E. T. Fant, 
Chairman of the Memorial Fund, M. and P. 
Bank Building, Sherman, Texas. 
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MID-WINTER LECTURES 


January 31 - February 4 





JAMES 
MUILENBURG 
Ph.D., L.H.D., D.D. 
“The Major 
Perspectives of 


Biblical Faith” 


Douctas V. SrTeere, Ph.D.. D.D. 
“The Personal Life and Challenges 
of the Minister” 

Epwarp B. Paistey, M.A., D.D. 
“The Preparation of a Teaching 
Ministry for the Church” 


AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN 
‘THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 











Miami Beach, Fla. — Challenging smalle 
churches to do more in the way of missionary 
giving, the Independent Presbyterian Church of 


Miami Beach has set a notable example. With 
312 members, this church gave $68,035.21 to 
the cause of Christian missions during 1955, 


thus marking an $11,000.00 increase over the 
previous year’s gifts. This amount went prin- 
cipally toward the partial support of its seventy- 
two missionaries. “Personal interest in each mis- 
sionary” together with “keeping the privilege 
and responsibility of missions constantly before 
our people” were given by the pastor, Dr. Willis 
k. Garrett, as the secret of this remarkable testi- 
mony. 


Union, South Carolina — Rev. Robert G. 
Balnicky, First Presbyterian Church, Ocean 
Drive, South Carolina, has accepted a call to 
become pastor of the McCutchen Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Union, S. C. (Enoree 
Presbytery) and will be on the field about Jan- 
uary 25th. 

The McCutchen Church reported 287 mem- 
bers last year and 396 enrolled in the Sunday 
School. Miss Margaret Stinson, from Barium 
Springs, North Carolina, is at the present time 
serving as Director of Christian Education. 

Mr. Balnicky is a graduate of Columbia Sem- 
inarv, Decatur, Georgia. His new address will 
be P. O. Box 8&6, Union. S. C. 
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‘llowship Awards at Austin Seminary 
outstanding students at the Austin 
Pre-byterian Theological Seminary have been 
given Fellowship Awards as a result of their 
hig: scholastic attainments. 

Wayne Meeks of Aliceville, Ala., received the 
$1,000 Alumni Fellowship contributed annually 
by graduates of the Seminary. 

Frank Nedbalek of Bryan was given the Sem- 
inary Fellowship, a $750 award given annually 
by the faculty from funds set aside for the pur- 
pose by the institution’s Board of ‘Trustees. 

joe R. Cochran of Fort Worth was awarded 
the $750 W. P. Newell Fellowship which was 
established in 1946 by Mrs. W. P. Newell of 
\lbany as a memorial to her husband. 

Dr. James I. McCord, dean of the Seminary, 
presented the Fellowship Awards. 


iree 





The Men of Westminster sponsored a City- 
Wide-Men’s Meeting, including all Presbyterian 
Men of Shreveport and Bossier City, which was 
held October 21, 1955, in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Shreveport, La. Mr. R. G. Le Tour- 
neau was the principal speaker at this meeting, 
attended by 200 men. 

\ Building Fund Campaign was conducted 
in October and November to raise funds for a 
new educational building. Over $72,000.00 was 
pledged to be paid over a period of 150 weeks. 
he Loyalty Dinner, at which the needs and 
a way olf meeting these needs were presented, 
held October 18th, with over 200 friends 
and members of the church attending. Mr. E. S. 
Wagner was general campaign chairman, and 
presided at the dinner. 

\t the morning services on December 18th, 
the following officers of the Women of the 
Church were installed: Mrs. L. M. White, 
President, Mrs. V. L. Irwin, Vice-President; 
Mrs. J]. M. Gray, Secretary, Mrs. M. N. Carroll, 
lreasurer, and Mrs. C. G. Johnson, Historian. 
On December |ith, the Men-of-the-Church in- 
stalled the following officers: Mr. R. H. Thomp- 
son, President, Mr. J. D. Lindsey, Vice-President, 
Mr. Charles Rhodes, Secretary; and Mr. A. M. 
Irving, Treasurer. At a Congregational Meet- 
ing on December 4th, the budget for 1956 was 
adopted and the following elected Elders: Mr. 
W. R. Payne, Mr. J. H. Terrell and Mr. J. W. 
Joiner. The following Deacons were elected: 
Mr. Charles Vestal, Mr. J. E. Turner, Mr. A. M. 
Irving, Mr. Watson Hodges, Mr. George Mit- 
chell, and Mr. Gaylon White. These officers 
will be installed on January 8th. 

The architect is finishing plans for the new 
Educational Building, and it is hoped that con- 
struction can begin soon after the plans are 
completed. Mr. |. H. Terrell is chairman of 
the Building Committee. 


Richmond, Va. — The Rev. J. Martin Sin- 
gleton of Central Presbyterian Church, Okla- 
homa City, was elected chairman of the Assem- 
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THE HEART OF 
PETER MARSHALL’S 
FAITH 


Two Inspirational Messages 


by Peter Marshall 


from 


MR. JONES, MEET 
THE MASTER 


For all who have come to love and respect Peter 
Marshall, here, in his own words, is the essence 
of his preaching ministry. ‘“‘The Grave in the Gar- 
den” is witness to his faith in life after death. 
In “Keepers of the Springs,” Dr. Marshall pays 
tribute to mothers as guardians of Christ’s prin- 
ciples here on earth. These two famous Peter 
Marshall messages are unforgettable to read and 
wonderful to give, especially for Easter and 
Mother’s Day. $1.00 


No WINGS IN THE MANSE 


Life and Laughter Under the Preacher's Roof 
BETTY FRIST. A true story of laughter, tears, 
fun and faith at the busiest of homes, the pastor’s! 
Betty Frist remembers “Papa,” a preacher in the 
Deep South, who presided over a riotous brood, 
and made them America’s happiest children. Later, 
the author got a wife’s eye-view of the pastoral 
calling, its trials, duties, and amusing incidents. 
She writes of her life with humor and an abundance 
of solid, sensible religion. $2.50 





At your bookstore 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 














bly’s Christian Education Council at its mid- 
December meeting in Presbyterian Building 
here. 

The council voted to make the two-day ses- 
sion of planning and discussion an annual af- 
fair for its 45 members, who are synod chair- 
men, regional directors, members of the Board 
of Christian Education, and board staff mem- 
bers. 

Among matters on the council docket were 
the functions of the council itself, organization 
and work of synod and presbytery committees 
on Christian Education, work of regional and 
presbytery staffs, a field service manual, admin- 
istration and promotion of the program in the 
field. 

The Assembly's Religious Education Council 
held its annual two-day session preceding the 
Christian Education group. 

Major attention of the Religious Education 
Council was given to discussion of needs in 
the field and to planning for 1958, when the 
topic of emphasis is “The Church.” The group 
approved the emphases in the program of Re- 
ligious Education in 1957 on “Christian Citizen- 
ship.” 
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Board of Christian Education members 
tending were the Rev. D. P. McGeachy, Jr., of 
Clearwater, Fla.; Mrs. Francis ]. Brooke, Jr., 
of Norfolk, Va.; and the Rev. Lawrence I. Stell 
of Charlotte, N. C. 

Synod chairmen attending both councils in- 
cluded the Reverends John M. Crowell of Ala- 
bama, W. G. Thomas of Appalachia, R. B. Har- 
die of Arkansas, R. L. Scoggins of Florida, Harry 
A. Fifield of Georgia, C. Sumpter Logan of 
Kentucky, H. Phillips of Louisiana, Van M. 
Arnold of Mississippi, Stuart H. Salmon of Mis- 
sourl, Robert Turner of North Carolina, H. H. 
Wells, Jr., of Oklahoma, E. E. Newberry of 
Snedecor Region, Donald B. Bailey of South 
Carolina, A. Clarke Dean of Tennessee, Wm. 
A. Baine of Texas, E. H. Jones of Virginia, 
Edwin H. Roberts of West Virginia, T. A. Free- 
man of Appalachia, R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., of 
Texas, John S. McMullen of Missouri, J. Martin 
Singleton of Oklahoma, J. Davidson Phillips of 
Georgia, and James W. Witherspoon of West 
Virginia. 

Regional directors attending were the Rev- 
erends I. M. Ellis of Appalachia, William J. 
Fogleman of Arkansas, William M. Belk of 
Florida, David B. Walthall of Georgia; John 
R. Gosney of Kentucky, George H. Ricks of 
Louisiana, J. A. Nisbet of Mississippi, T. A. 
Jaeger, Jr., of Missouri, J. O. Mann of North 
Carolina, Jack B. McMichael of Oklahoma and 
Texas, Leon R. Anderson of Snedecor, W. Ted 
Jones of South Carolina, O. G. Henry of Ten- 
nessee, W. B. Sullivan of Virginia, and J. M. 
Bemiss of West — 

Shelby, N. Cc An unusual Sunday School 
class meets twice a «mente at the Shelby Presby- 
terian Church, with class members coming from 
four counties and representing numerous de- 
nominations and churches in the area. Not a 
sound is heard when the class is meeting for 
all its members are deaf mutes and its teacher, 
an ordained Presbyterian minister, is himself a 
mute, 

Members come from Cleveland, McDowell, 
Gaston, and Mecklenburg counties. They “‘lis- 
ten” attentively as their teacher tells with flying 
fingers of the stories in the Scripture. Often 
the members “comment” on the lesson with their 
own sign language. 

The Rev. Andrew C. Miller was ordained by 
Kings Mountain Presbytery in 1925 and since 
that time has served as an evangelist to deaf 
mutes. He graduated from the North Carolina 
School for the Deaf in 1904. Since 1927 he and 
his family have resided in Shelby. 
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College Department head interested in admin. 
istrative position at college offering major cur. 
riculum in music. Executive experience. Box 
68, c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 





Women’s Work 


\ DAY OF A VILLAGE ITINERATION 


By Mrs. Clara Fisch Hobson, 
Mboi, Africa 


The stillness of noonday inertia lay over the 
little native Congo village far from a_ well- 
traveled road. The goats and human “kids” 
lolled on the dirt verandah close to the mud 
walls of the houses, seeking a little shade 
under the overhanging grass roofs. The men 
lounged on woven homemade chairs; the women 
followed their unvarying daily pounding of 
flour. Perfect boredom reigned over the lifeless 
village. 





Then a car motor was heard on the road. 
Who could it be? The villagers nearest the 
road set up a whoop: Muambi (Preacher) 
Kabengele and his moving house! In only a 
tew short minutes, the car and the house-on- 
wheels turned off the road into the village. 
Boredom vanished quickly as mobs of children, 
men and women crowded around. This time 
they shook hands not only with Muambi but 
here was his new mukashi (wife) too! Not 
all white people take time to greet all the peo- 
ple and shake hands, but these people seem 
to be happy to greet each person. “Fine! We'll 
return again and again for this new game!” The 
children’s naked bodies have no distinguishing 
marks so the white “mamu” litthe knew how 
often she shook the same dusty little outstretched 
hands. But now it was time to find a shady 
place for the house trailer, wash hands and 
set up the phonograph for the curious crowd, 
who would soon disperse. The phonograph, 
folding table, and two folding chairs are set 
at the front of the native church shed. First 
come some entertainment records as “Southern 


Melodies,” “Listen to the Mocking Bird” 
(whistling record), then the beloved Laughing 
Record. It is native impoliteness to show one’s 


teeth, so during the record it is interesting to 
watch their efforts to cover their mouths, then 
how they burst out in mirthful laughter! Rec- 
ord of hymns in Tshiluba follow, and the na- 
tives sit reverently. After such a setting the 
Muambi takes up his Bible and gives forth God's 
Message of Saving Grace and Love for them all. 


After this introduction the white mamu ac- 














cepts the circle of curious villagers pushing for 
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the {ront line to see every movement in and 
about the trailer. As Muambi works with the 
local evangelist and examines Church candi- 
dates, and seeks to guide the wayward church 
members, the mamu gathers the children, women 


| and idle men under a shade tree, where she 


shares God’s messages with them through songs 
and Bible pictures, hoping to reach some in- 


) different person who wouldn't enter the church 
} shed. The large Bible pictures sent by church 


groups through the Board are very helpful in 


groups of this kind. We give a set to native 


weachers who itinerate, too. 

\lthough this is a typical routine entrance 
to a village, on this particular day a very un- 
usual experience awaited us. Christians from 
villages around where Muambi had previously 
visited, started early that morning to reach this 
village in time for the combined Communion 
service. One hundred Christians participated, 
several Christian marriages were performed and 
several babies of Christian couples were bap- 
tized. 

\fter one has entered village after village and 
witnessed the “lowering” of Church names be- 
cause of a second wile, or indifference to Church 
giving, or living in immorality, one begins to 
wonder how the Church is failing; then God 
gives His servants a living, meaningful worship 
experience as this big group united with us in 
Christian Communion with our Heavenly 
Father who calls His Family from all races into 
one great Fellowship. Congolese hearts are still 
searching and trying to reach upward. The 
Church of Christ in Congo marches on! The 
Church of Congo marches on through the faith- 
ful praying and giving of the interested church 
folk in America. 


For a Christian Order 


If we cannot yet realize our hopes to keep 
laith with our gallant young, in the massive 
relations of races, nations and embattled ideal- 
isms, we can highly resolve to end our failures 
in our own hearts. We can, in some quiet hour, 
refuse to listen to the clamorous voices of which 
the air is full and listen to the voice from the 
hills of Galilee, for there was a wisdom which 
kings and captains have never known. 

Lord God of Hosts, forgive us our unteach- 
ableness, the pride that will not be chastened 
and the hearts that will not be softened. Con- 
tinue us in hope and purpose for a Christian 
order. Suffer us, however we try thy patience, 
a little longer. “Lord God of Hosts, be with us 
vet.” Amen. 
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THE EMPHASIS FOR THE 


WEEK OF PRAYER and 
SELF-DENIAL FOR 
WORLD MISSIONS 


will be on finding and sup- 
porting the new missionaries 
called for in the Forward with 
Christ Movement. 


The Following Audio- Visuals 
Will Be Helpful in 
Supporting This Emphasis... 


RECRUITS FOR CHRIST 


Sound Movie. Black and White 


30 Minutes, Rental $9.00 


THIS WAY WE CHOOSE 


Sound Filmstrip, Black and White 
65 Frames, 33 1/3 or 78 Records 


Rental $2.50 


THAT THEY MAY HEAR 
Sound Movie, Black and White 
30 Minutes, Rental $9.00 


ORDER FROM 


Audio-Visual Aids Department 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Box 1176 Richmond, Virginia 
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T.. year 1956 is one of 
special emphasis on all phases of 
Christian higher education. 


Consideration of its youth is central in 
the educational program of the Presby- 
terian Church. Guidance begins in the 
local church, where vocational aides be- 
gin helping young people plan for vo- 
cational decisions. It continues into the 
college years where so much is done to 
assure the future leadership of the 
Church and to provide Christian business 
and political Jeaders for the nation. 


Thought patterns and activities of the 
campuses of today will largely determine 
the kind of church —and nation — we 
shall have tomorrow. 


Through its colleges, our Church pro- 
vides liberal arts education on small 
campuses where instruction can be per- 
sonalized and conditions can be con- 
trolled. Their high standards of personal 
and academic conduct have strong in- 
fluence on all of education. 


Through its program of Campus 
Christian Life the Christian witness ex- 
tends to all campuses, despite secular 
influences. 


Through its seminaries and the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School, our 
Church determines that it shall have an 
unfailing supply of ministers and full- 
time church workers. 


In the South, the task grows larger 
as the region expands its economy and 
its population. Leaders in the Presby- 
terian Church must think big and pro- 
vide for expansion of work for and with 
its youth. To provide for a bigger to- 
morrow, the Church must achieve a 
bigger today. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THE SOUTH 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, Secretary 
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